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A motorist had a close encounter
with a mvystery figure that left him
fearing aliens had ianded.

Mike Skinner 1s convinced he saw o
extra-iermesirial ut ine rosdside as he came
home from work eary Monway moming

He was dniving along the A433 near the
Luotherneinn wrn-eir wnen he spotied o
strange heore i me deadlignts

KEIGHLEY NEWS WIGAN REPORTER

02 AUG 96 11 JUL 96
YeS’ the Pape Pape 21

AL Dt L tnoweht b was o hessian sack on

LW ar poles,
Skinner. 3
Cleeve

he o emporaey e sand Mr
of Delapere Koad, Bishop's

“Then it suddenly gropped. even thougl
inere was no wind

"It seemed to pe trang 1o conceal nselt o
Ine grass veree. As | went past. all | could
see was Lhis Tound lace and these huge ears.
It was pinkish-brown 1n colour.

“I'm used 10 bemg m ine dark by mysell”
sa1d Mr Skinner. wno works tor Moorp
Contrels in Asheiurch. “But | ve never seen
anvihime bike ths U iooked Dike 1w owas star-
INE SUralEnt IGUEN I0E window at me

“I've never peen scared 11 my lite b |
wda w1 sl REL povse pimples tinking
apout 1t

Mr Skinner smd he had since dnven bach
I ne sile dunng davient bul ias not seen
anvining unuswal

The Echo has been flocded with sighuings
o umdentied obiecis since UFL) spouer
Hon Harrelt said ne was setune out to prove
that ulwns nad landeo

Mr Barreu experienced his own ciose
eneounier over the ALt at dorthleacn

He 1s nuw peing wrained a- a LU invest
rator v HUFORA ine Briush UFO

Hesearcn Association

GLOUCESTERSHIRE ECHO

14 JUN 96
Page 3

ALIEN warchers have

landed 1n Swansea.

For a group of UFO enthu-
12815 are JOggINg every report
of passing spaceships.

The research group. Global
UFQ lInvesugation Systems.
has |launched a branch office
n the aity. whose job 15 10
momtor UFQ actuvity o the

area,

Members sav they believe it
1s Important lor every sighting
1o be reponed so that they can
measure how ntense  UFO
ACuWIEY 10 the area actually s

It 15 ue that only one 1n
20 of all UFQ sighunge
reported Tum QUL to be the
ones which are wuly uniden-
ufied and those arc the ones

we arc nteresied in heanng
aboul.”” said a spokesman

Martians
are here

Madam - | would like 1o
thank everyone who has
responded to my plea for
UFO sighting repons. Please
keep them coming in and 1
will examine all of them
carefully end reply to indi-
viduals as soon as possible,

Most of the cases invalve
lights in the sky which usual.
ly hiwver and then move off ar
incrediole speed. These are

“classic” sightings which

have been reported many,

many times since the [940s.

They indicate the presence of
craft “not of the earth",

My case of the week,
received on your UFD
Hotline, comes from Lucy
Allen of Evesham. What
starts off as a “lights in the
sky'" case ends with a very
IMportant stalement,

She zays: “The objects were
rounded in fromt tepering off
at the back and had no mark-
ings.” Lucy appears to he
describing solid objects, |
hnp_e_she can draw them!

Fhilip Green's "mothership
and scoutships” sighting is
well documented in UFO it
erature and is typical of this

“We are ¥ Inler-
ested 1n heanng trom readers
who have wimessed a large
unidenufied tnangular shaped
craft In the area, as this is the
most  requent of sIphungs
reported nowadays,

""We want to hear from
anyone who has had a UFO
cncounter at anv ume dunng
their lives or arc 1n possession
of any photographic evidence,

“"We are noping 1o create
substantial body of evidence
in favour ot the UFQ phe-
nomena.

‘EThe Swansea branch

is avallable on (01792)
234312

There remains one other
avenue of investigation
which so far | have not men-
tioned, that of alien abduc-
tion. This involves a person
Or persons heing taken
abuard an alien craft and sub-
Jected to an often painful
medical examination, The
most common symptoms are
lime loss and amnesig.
Victims only reveal the event
under hypnouc regression,

In many repans the aliens
are described as small and
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Olivia’s encounter

CAMBRIDGE-born singer-and actress Ofivia
Newton-John has claimed her car was buzzed
by a UFO in the Australian desert.
Newton-John, whose father was headmaster
of the Cambridgeshira High School for Boys,
said: “It was brilllant silver and yet seemed to
glow with a halo of colours, went at
tremendous speed and changed shape as |

watched.”

Please feel free to submit any material for inclusion in BUFORA UFO Newsfile to BUFORA Newsfile, 70 High Street,

“

Experts in
a scramble
over UFO
sightings

Keighley has been gripped
by UFQ fever over l.E:I past
vk,

Unexplained activity 1n the
night skies above Keighley -
and Brtain in general - 1s at an
all-ime high,

UFO experts are monitonng
developments and sav the RAF
has scrambled mircraft 1o inter-
cept the alien crafi.

The Keighley News has been
inundated with calls about
sighungs of sirange objects
above the town.

The interest was sparked by
pensioner Ken Ryder who Spoi-
ted a strange bright light 1n the
sky above Morton moor on
Thursday morning last week.

Jean Myers, of Strong Close
Road. saw an intense bright
light high above Riddlesden,
with two vellow lights travelling
around 1t 1n a circular monon,

Lynda Corduex, from Long
Lee, said her step-mum from
Bridiington watched a gold

shape disapp to
the size of a pin head 1n a mat-
ter of seconds.

Brtain's leading UFO inves-
ugator Tony Dodd - who lives in
Grassinglon - told the Keighley
News the current amount of
unexplained activity in the
heavens 1s “incredible

He added: "] have been in the
business 20 vears and this is the
biggest build-up | have seen,

"“This 1s not pie in the sky. We
are wulking about tnangles the
size of football pitches hovenin
- Jets have been scrambled

However, local astronomer
Enc Yaffev believes the answer
to the mystery mav be more
munsiane, He sugpesis ha
many people may have seen the
planet Venus which is extremely
bright and appears over Morton
moor at the moment.

“There 15 & illusionary line
running down the planet where
the light side meets the dark
side,” he explains.

“Together with the flickening
effects of seeing through
Earth's amosphere - Imagine a
heat-haze - this can make Venus
lock a vanety of shapes

Mark Birdsall. of UFQ
Magazine, adds: “We thins
most of the sighungs are of
astronomical phenomena, but
we cannot explain all of them
Some are not conventional "

LUFO Update ivsues an appe: | this week,

e vanl people who have had & recent
clear sighting of a UFO over Wigan to
come forward and tell us.

Please don't be afraid. Sighting a UFO in
this dav and age hasn't got the ‘loony’ tag
it once had atwached to it. The stigma has
all hul dissolved.

Unce we have a suitable description we
will get logether with & compulter graphics!
design expert who will re-create the UFQ
on screen using modern dav lechnology o
come up with & [antastic likeness of your
craft from vour description.

The end result will be smazing.

If vou would like to volunteer for this
unique and have inely seen
a UFO in the skies sbove Vrigan. and sre
able 10 describe it in greal detail, contact
Jon Peake. 12l 228000,

Meanwhile, a man called Mike from
Worsiey Mewnes recounted an incredible
S10TY 10 me earlier this week.

He was prompied to call after reading
mbout Sheila’s encounter with s being in
her bedroom which appeared in UFO
Lpdate a fortnight ago. .

His amazing story is..iruly amazing and
far 100 complex and bizarre for a normasl
family man 1o sit down and simply
make-up!

Painful

Deadiy serious Mike savs he was 17 when
he had his encounter and it was the mosi
(mghtenmmg and painful expenence of his
life.

What Mike savs he saw in his bedroom
all those vears meo was, rather than litile
green men, little men - about 2ft wll in
heighi - dressed in preen suiis with almost
“angelic” lnces.

Mike recalls becoming totally paralysed
and feehng an excrunaung pan at the back
of his skull where the little men had gath-
ered round as he lav on his bed.

They went sbout their business like
machines. Ther showed oo rewnorss at
causing Mike so much sgony and disup-
prared as quick 85 they had appeared,

=l was terrified” said Mike.

| have never leit pain like it since and 1
am 4 pow.

| saw them once more a short time aiter
that incident and my dog was barking like
mad - but | haven’t seen them for 27 veurs.

“l don’t know what thev were and |
don’t know what they did 1 me but T know
I wasn't dreaming because | had a heli aof a
lump on the back of my head afterwards.”

Who were thuse ruthless “little men™
that attacked Mike all those vears agu,
Alrens 7

Who kmows?

Wingham. Kent CT3 1BJ. Fax 01227 720774 or e-mail mhudson(@oriontrade.win-uk.net
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THE Cornwall UFO Research Group
has said the village of Trispen appears
to be something of a hot spot for UFO
activity.

According to its researchers in the vlil-
lage, lheru have been a number of report-
ed sightings since the group was formed
last year.

Past sightings have included a silver disc
and a silent golden ball of light seen hover-
11.1::10';:: Trevella Woods. While in November

% T a mysterio - i
with portholes was mul ;:rs:); :;‘;:;:J.u:.l olgest

CUFORG spokesman Dave Gillham, of

‘Ollvia Newton-dohn was.
‘stunned to spota UFoIn,

-

blue,' she says. ‘| was friends that it Newbridge Lane. i i
B u i s - e completety stunned by was a genuing dent occirred eir’ll;mmthi?;:.?:l::t::; l:e:-
the middle of howhere a8 obwt‘ae::!t sa:. :hem wasthis | UFO.lknow just been reported. e i
X R i : ject which appaaredto | thatitwasn't “Tw i
ingerand p on, the . bequite small atfirst,but | anaeroplane car r:dﬂ::;c::-:]: ;‘:egl ::“;;J:'r‘;:ﬂ:)n! ta t:h!
Olivia Newton- kind that you get from ¢ then it increased in size because I've they noticed three red lights flying a?:_-:::z::
John was struck st‘:mc electricity. i§ incredibly quicky. certainly seen in a triangular formation. They flew out of
dumb when her Locking across tha ; ‘It was brilliant silver and | enough of sight but returned a few minutes later an
carwas buzzed byaUFO | shrublcouldn'tsee [t} yetseemed to glow from thosa to know three disc-shaped objects with multi-s
ig mneiv Australian anymmi.’ ir;u 1h;hro_ didn't {} timetotimewithahaloof | whattheylook coloured lights, flying low over the village.
asart. appear anything 1} different colours. lika, and it “The largeat dise, whi
Tha 47-year-old behind us, sither. £ ‘This thing also went at definitely es estimated to be abou'ihlgcrll :l‘::ig]: I:';::m
Giromse star was travel- o tremendousspeadandit | wasn't some silently to the east of Trispen while the two
= zacx with a friend il was moving about in the sortofa smaller discs flitted around it. It then
¥ watzning a motor * sky unlike anything eise balloon either dropped down behind Trevella Woods for
. ana their route | thati've everseenbefore. | becauseit three minutes before rising back into view
took them along an 'For instance, itcould | couldn't have fgain, prompting speculation that it may
|solated desert road. moved at that have landed somewhere east of Trispen.”

‘There was nothingand
no-ona around for miles,’
says Olivia. '| suddenly
became aware of a
strange sensation, as if
thers were something
extraordinary nearoy, but
| couldn't be cernam of
what it was. it was ke a

Olivia stopped the car
and she and her friend got
out and looked around.
‘For some unknown
reason, | peered up at
the sky, which was clear

EYA
22 MAY 96
Page 18

QUESTION: Did the anclent

* Greeks or Romans
spot any flylng saucers or simiiar
extraterrestrial activities?

THERE is good evidence that there
have always been sightings of what
we now term UFQOs. For example, an
{llustration in the Swiss Library in
Zurich depicts globes of light being
seen by amazed onlookers above
Basle on August 7, 1566.

Perhaps the most intriguing story
concerns the Dogon tribe of Mall in
Africa. Earlier this century two
French anthropologists spent 18
years living among them and dis-
covered that the Dogon possessed
extraordinary knowledge about
astronomy. They knew of the rings
around Saturn and the moons of
Jupiter, despite these being rela-
tively recent scientific discoveries.

Scepties claim such knowledge
came from missionaries. The Dogon
say the information was given 10,000

ears agw Gy an alien ruce that ceme

m a planet around Sirius. They
were reputedly given details of the
Birtus System, which was not
formed from a single star like our
sun. Seemingly the Dogon were
aware of the detail that only modern
astronomical techniques have
be to verify — including some
de our science still has to confirrn
or disprove.

Almost every ancient culture
recounts visits by a race from the
stars. One of the most scholarly
researchers — albeit rather unsung
— was Sunderland man Raymond
Drake — whose book during the Fif-
tles and Sixties preempted Von
Daniken. Drake found various

glowwithahalo
of colours’

Mr Gillham said the men watched the
O‘P!ecl.l for 45 minutes, but “fled home" when
they started to r.ove clogar,

Mr Glllham said other people who were
Seem driving past at the time must have-
Ootiead something strange going on and he
;wlduhwheuﬁvmm-.unzubem-‘
f Now sure thera's — u .
speed. Also, 4 life up in the skies
this object wasn'tin
of the accepted arr lanes,

_‘_I even checked out

UFO converrt: .0|;,;_.lf; ’?‘ ;

her or not thera'd

to start with, then t tumed | been any weather H R 4
into "‘b’m’-mﬂnwem balloons in the air that BARN SLEY C ONICLE
back to its onginal form..’ day, and there hadn't.
Olivia stood watching ‘Befora the expenence | 31 MAY 96
the object until it sped out | was in two minds about 7
of aight. She says: 'Ever whather or not ta believe Page
since seeing it, I've bean in UFQOa, but now i'm
trying to convince ail my absolutely convinced that

references in Gresk and Roman
writings. The terminology was typi-
cal of the day with blazing swords,
shields and the like crossing the sky.

The blﬁipmblem with ancient UFO
reports s that few people were able
to read or write so things weren't
documented progerly. Much went
by word of mouth and became dis-
torted over the centuries.

DAILY MAIL
31 MAY 96
Page 52

|GARY Steadman’s appeal to Chronicle readers who

2

have seen a UFO to stand up and be counted has been
answered by retired hurse Eileen Nightingale.
*But her description.of her'UFO differs significantly from
that of Mr. Steadman who made his appeal after recording
his UFO on videa. = 738850 i
While his was a bright light which moved fast and errat-
cally, Mrs. Nightingale says-her’s hardly seemed to move at
all and just faded away to the north. a0

‘Mrx:. Nightingale, 78, a widow, says she saw her mystery
ohject several times during a 12-day period which ended last
Friday. Pl B 'Sﬁ‘:f"l' - v R

*I was looking through the window of my flat in Summer
Lane, Barnsley,” she said. “When I first saw it. It was beau-
tiful, bright and glistening and [ was enthralled.

“The best-way I can describe is is like a dragontly with long
body, round head and wings.

“I have asked friends and neighbours if they have seen
anything but they haven't. [ was beginning to wonder if it
had only appeared to me when | read that Mr. Steadman had
seen something at about the same time and not too far away.

“ thought I Should answer even though [ don't know if
what [ saw was animal vegetable or mineral. It looked more
like & giant dragonfly than a spaceship.” :

BUFORA UFO NEWSFILE ISSUE 42 - PAGE 2
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UFOs arrive in
time to watch

Tt i

S e TR

Close encounter £

I -“-:- = ] -.':H‘ ey ‘bc:v“:u.

eaves

R ey,

{v'n

an eye on

A QUIET' Tuesday evemng
-last week turned into a close -

encounter of the first kmd

‘Gary with..

e e e

the. sky

L & L.a1~' =
bndg& I just assumed it could
be a UFO but it couldn’t have
been something like a flare

“X-Files’ on TV
The X-Files was showing on TV, broad-
casting speculation about alien wvisits to

Earth, as UFOs lit up the night sky over
ithe Australian Queensland central coast

city of Gladstone.

Police Senior Constable Andrew Luhrs
said he received several calls around 9pm,
on Wednesday, in the middle of The pro-
gramme, reporting strange lights in the sky
over Gladstone, some 265 miles north of

Brisbane.

An Air Services Australia spokeswoman
said a rescue helicopter was scarching the
ocean off Gladstone and could have

prompted some reports.

The search began after aircraft in the
area picked up faint noises on their emer-
gency frequencies on three occasions.

_But there were no aircraft reported miss-
ing and the search didn't turn up any-
thing,” the spokeswoman said.

*“It appears there was some kind of static

on the signal.

It's not something that ['ve dealt with

before — it's unusual.”

17 MAY 96
Page 1

\ No wonder their eyes™
““were like saucers!

; ELEND bar stewardess
argaret Mellon nearly lost
her bottle when she had a
close encounter for the first
time.. ..

#: Margaret (58), 22 Mifield
Terrace, was preparing to go to
bed around 3am last Thursday
after watching a video with her
sisterhin-law, Janet Duffy. :

~* She had just got into bed
when Janet, who sleeps with her
‘curtai@s-open, told her to come
into her room.

™ The pair saw the sky above
Saline Hill light up - orange,

fOT a
Ga

ball

Bridge at around 8.30 to 8. 45pm.
But Gary insists it was NOT

the planet Venus that. he saw:-
from -

Scorgme man. - .
ry Davies saw what he

describes as an orange glowing

just above.the Kessock

:his . house : at 70

Balnafettack Crescent deserib-’ ay
ing the object as being the size of ha\{ ;n not " these thmgs but :
a small.
remained stati
And he is not alone in having

bungalow which

witnessed the UFO - a nearby

bunch of kids also spotted the
strange object. .

Gary (25) said: “It was just a
glowing light. I was outside the
house to.take my cat Patch in for
the night. We have got a good Year is a particularly bright
view of Inverness and the object light in the sky. ¢
was sitting there for three-or
four minutes then it.dashed off. - saw a 9.30pm, it was very bright

1t was orange and glowing.
“I don’t know what it was but

it was ‘not like a-star. This was believe me as she was inside and
just hovering there above the

DUNFERMLINE PRESS & WEST OF FIFE ADVERTISER

tinged with pale blue. Ther then
watched in amazement as a mas-
sive craft started to fly towsrcs -
their houose.

“It was not a etmrlte. It was
definitely a craft of some kind as
it had flares as if some kind of
gas were coming out of the bot-
tom,” Ms Mellon said.

“] was absolutely flabbergast-
ed and Janet was out for the
count, because she was so fright-
ened that it was going to hit the
house. I just wish that I had had
a film in my camera so that I
had some evidence to show

BUFORA UFO

because a flare falls and this
was just sitting there.-.. .

“It was there for about four or
five minutes, it was just hover-

. ing it was not doing much, just

sitting there in the air. It just
blipped, and-pow, it was away.
One younger guy deﬁmtely saw

never seen anything like
that. I have witnesses as there
ware somne kids who tend to
gather by the watertank behind
my house who saw it too0.”

Gary said he saw a SECOND
UFQ around 9.30pm — but this
time he reckons it was the plan-
et Venus, which at this time of

“It think it was Venus that I

and was over by the forestry on
the Black Isle. My wife doesn’t

didn't see it!”
HIGHLAND NEWS
11 MAY 96
Page 8

ANNANDALE OBSERVER

10 MAY 96

everybody.”

The strange craft took no less
than three-quarters of an hour
to reach their house before it
flew over the rooftop and disap-
peared in the direction of
Oazkley, she suggested. vE

Margaret, who works in

- +Steelend Miners’ ‘Welfare Club,

admits she was reluctant to
report the phenomenon for fear
of being ridiculed.

“] have always been a sceptic
as | have always thought that
seeing was believing,” she said.

“] definitely believe now!”
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-~ Strange lights

OUSEWIFE Margaret Potts, who b

at Parkfoot, 2 hamlet set in o]

countryside near Lochmaben, has a
ed-us to point out that the UFO, with tk
bright lights she and her son saw go:
‘over their bungalow roof, was at 1.55 o
‘marning in January, 1881.
““Mrs Potts, whose account was featu
Jdm our special UFO. feature last week, ¢
.recalled a more recent incident when
and .her husband were awakened by a b
of intense bright light one mght dur
-the winter of 1994/95; . .=+

She added: “We both got up a.nd loo

outside but could see nothing which wc
‘explain such strong light coming in throt
“‘the window".
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~Rreside

g

foxed by

E ol ;! "
R s

"

T | TN N TR

e : " - i
SOMETHING is sout.. :~“BY:AZRA SYED . =out:loud
there...” " w™mif s = —

Following our story.last : about three feet long and

_ then the-strip started to get -
week which revealed that e T e R it

more unidentified flying I triangle.”
pbjects had been spotted ---.-The.ebiilmrre sfg'hﬁng was .
in the Chingford area, 8 .40 at 11pm and the trian-=
nearby resident rang to - gig~yemained in view. for:
say that she too had spot- ' mgre than 30 minutes before
f :g}zething strange in  suddenly disappearing.

e £ ~

The woman, wha lives in . denly disappeared that fasci-
Chingford and asked not to nated me and that was what
be.named, claimed she had made me think I had seemn

Hif

seen UFOs in the Pole Hill something really
area. v ww ot T .. . .»strange,’said the UFO spot-
She said: “Idon’t wantpeo- ter . ~ = - ‘<

ple to think I'm mad but I The sky watcher was fur-
witnessed something very ther surprised when days-
strange with' my- husband later she and her friend sawa
about three weeks ago. My star-like object that . kept
husband called me into the changing colour. S
garden when he spotted a “The star kept changing
long orange light above him.  from red to blue to yellow. It
“We thought it might be - was too high to be an aero-
the moon but we went to the plane but this time I really

front of the house and the thought I was seeing things,”
moon was there and the saidthe woman.
orange light was there - it

UFO investigators, Contact
International, have launched

tor with
a probe into the sightings of a

ns

2 XE

Ze=*]t was the way that it sud-. .

“So I made my friend say ;

LIE |

S e

i -t
et =

i g 3“ i

-

e

[

o Bi iy T o s

MYSTERY.,G_&QO;.

P

¢ exa::*l:lh.r ‘what she

-

,was seeing and [ was relieved

. when she saw the same as
me. o " =

. *We stayed up till 3.15am

: -watching it and sometimes it .

“moved from the back of the
house to the.side- of the
house.” ", i I

The two women were
unable to stay awake any
longer and so could not tell
how long the strange object
remained in the sky.

“] am just an ordinary per-
son who's seen something I
can't explain thats all I can

- say,” added the lady.
This. week Carlton televi- |

sion has been filming in the
local areas where these

'sﬁange.gjghﬁngshavetaken |

Have yuu seen a ﬂFO in

Chingford? If so, contact
Waltham Forest newsdesk
on 531 4141 extension 212 or
contact Roy Lake who runs
the London UFO studies
group on 270 9919.

UFO experts to check
on Spooky green light

Mr Bill Foley, an investiga-
Oxford-based

spooky beam of green light
shining down from the clouds
above Abingdon.

. Police received two calls
from people who had spotted
i|. the -strange light, which
shone horizontally in the sky
before rotating downwards
towards the ground.

OXFORD TIMES
31 MAY 96
Page 4

Contact International, was
driving along the A34 past
Abingdon on" Tuesday
evening last week when he
noticed the beam. .
Now experts at Contact
International, which com-
piles material on UFOs for a
worldwide database, is to
investigate the puzzie.
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Village buzzed by UFOs

by EMMA HARTLEY

THE Cornwall UFO Research
Group (CUFORG) says the vil-
lage of Trispen, near Truro,
has been at the centre of a ser-
ies of mysterious sightings
over the past few years.

Silver discs, silent golden
balls and cigar-shaped objects
have materialised in the night
sky — as well as your common
or garden flying saucers.

CUFORG spokesman Dave
Gillham, of Newbridge Lane,
Trispen, said: “For me, it star-
ted last October. I was looking
out over Nancevallan Woqds
one evening at about six o'-
clock and I saw a bright light
hovering over the treetops.
After a while, it sped off and
just left me wondering.

path for helicopters travelling
to the hospital, but it wasn’t
one of them because I know
what they look like, )
“Seeing something like that
yourself is the only way to ap-
preciate it. If you haven’t seen
anything, then it's important
to have an open mind on the
subject.” .
Mr Gillham has found him-
self at the centre of a grounds-

- well of interest in the subject.

“After the first incident, I
had a meeting with three other
people at my house to discuss
it. The last time CUFORG had
a meeting, it was in Truro at
the Richard Lander School.
We attracted 70 people.” _

Other Trispen sightings in-
clude a silver disc and a silent

early 1980s. Last November, a
cigar-shaped object with port-
holes was seen flying in the
area by six people, who say
they saw figures inside it.

Mr Gillham said: “The most
recent incident happened
earlier this vear, but has only
just been reported to the

group. -

“Two Trispen men claim
they were listening to the car
radio at 2am on New Year's
Day when they noticed three
red lights flying in a triangu-
lar formation overhead.

“They flew out of sight and
then returned a few minutes la-
ter as three disc-shaped. ob-
jects with rmulticoloured
{ights. which flew low over the
vi.l.laﬁe.

“The largest disc, which one
of the witnesses estimated to

be about 150ft wide, hovere:
silently to the east of f[‘ns%e_l
while the two smaller discs fli
ted around it.

“It then dropped down bc
hind Trevella Woods for thre:
minutes before rising bacl
into view again, promptinr
speculation that it may hav
landed. )

“The shape of the objects
the manoeuvres they per
formed and the fact that the:
flew silently at such a low alti
tude rules out any convention
al aircraft or aerial phenc
mena as an explanation.”

Mr Gillham would like t
collect details of other people
sighting and said that CU
FORG has a witness form for
anyone who believes they hav
seen a UFO to fill in. He can b
contacted on 01872-76381.

“] was right in the flight-

UFO ca

by Springfield

A SPRINGFIELD man, who has recorded
two mysterious sightings of an unidenti-

. fied flying object on video, has asked for
expert opinion on his film.

Sam Page, 1 Eden Place, filmed the UFO
above Springfield on two separate occasions
in February.

“I'm not saying it's a flying saucer
because | don't know what a flying saucer
is,” he said. “But it's a solid object. | would
like someone to explain it to me because |
have never seen anything like it.”

He first noticed the object, which he des-
cribes as a "giant glowing football,” after he
dropped his granddaughter off at her home
in Springfield at about 7. 30pm on Febraary
13.

*“| was just turning the car and | notice a
bright light over Cults Hill,” he said. I

slowed up and stopped and watched through -

the window of the car.

“It shot right across the length of the top
of the Cults beyond Cupar and went totally
out of sight. It took a split second and within
a couple of seconds it shot back again before
my eyes. It was still over Cults Hill, but a lot
nearer and a lot larger.

| sat for at least one minute watching it.
It began to travel directly towards me. | was
standing leaning on the car roof. It came
right across the village in a sort of arc and
came right up in line with the main street.”

He said the object was about 150 ft in
length and looked like an oblong sphere.

den ball of light seen hover-
ggg over Trevella Woods in the

tured

“You could not actually distinguish a
metal object inside it,"” he added. ""The glow
was so dense you could not see through it. It

was silent. There was no sound whatsoaver
off it.” '

Mr Page, a keen amateur wildlife film-

maker, went back to his house to get his
video camera.

And, although he had no fully charged bat-
teries to hand, he managed to capture the
object on film for a couple of minutes as it
hovered over the Falkland Hills.

He decided to telephone Cupar Police
Station to report the sighting and they in turn
contacted police in Auchtermuchty and Fife
headquarters, but no-one had seen anything.

Leuchars air base also found nothing on
their radar and said there were no military or
private planes in the area at that time.

Mr Page contacted his brother-in-law, Bill
Oliphant, who came out with his binoculars.

-“He could see what we saw but saw it
better,” said Mr Page. “You could see a ring
of red lights around the centre of the ball.
They were puisating on and off."”

He said they watched the object for 50
minutes that night and he then got out his
Ordnance Survey maps to try to trace any
places of interest in the area. He found the
object was probably hovering over the early
warning radar tracking station at Kinross.

The second sighting was exactly a week
later, at about 3pm, when the object was
seen hovering in the same area.

Mr Page again filmed it — this time for
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about 15 minutes — and noticed it-changing;;
shape from a sphere intoaring. = - "'"“',&*‘

“Actually watching it was uncanny,” heks
said. “My wife was getting-a wea bit.:. +*%
scared.” ; TR I

Mr Page, who has served in the RAF, said
he had never seen anything like it.

| have seen pieces of film on TV about
UFOs. Some of the film they show was very
similar to that. People either belisve it or they
don’t. I'm not asking people to believe it. I'm
just showing them what | took."

He said his sightings had convinced him
that there was something out there, and have
since led him to read up on the subject.

UFO investigator Boh Stewart, of Watts

- RBTA AT

. Gardens in Cupar, has handed the video tape
. over to Dundee astronomer Brian Kelly to get

a scientific opinion. S
“There are a lot of things that need to be

. explained,” he said. “I'm convinced that" ;

tape shows something. | don’t know what: .
but it could be a UFO.” . -
A police spokesman said they had not“vé.
been able to come to a conclusion about Mr
Page's two sightings. %
But he added Cupar police had received ¢
two more reports of sightings within the past
couple of weeks which were confirmed by
RAF Leuchars as being the planst Venus. ¥
“It was being seen as a bright light in the
sky,”” he said. “The officers at Cupar looked
through binoculars to see what it might ba.:
They thought it must be Venus and checked
with RAF Leuchars. They verified this."

FIFE HERALL
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Mystery
light was.

Nl

video mﬁn

‘BKYWATCHER. Ga.ry Stead
man grabbed his video cam-
era to record what he thinks
could have been a UFO hov-
ering above Barnsley town
centre. T Sea

He spotted the mysterious
bright light as he stood at
the door of his Bismarck
Street nome a fortmight ago.
Now he has decided to
release the film in the hope
other people who may have
seen the UFO will come for-
ward.

His own enquiries to solve
the mystery have drawn a
hlank - with RAF bases in

acolnshire telling him no
military aircraft were in the
Barnsiey area on the night.

West Yorkshire Police
have also confirmed- that
the force's helicopter -
which has triggered several
UFO false alarms in the past
- was nowhere Jlear
Barnsley.

“The light was too blg and
too bright for it to have
- been a helicopter,” said
Gary. “It seemed to be shin-
ing through the clouds and
the flight was too fast and

ABINGDON HERALD
30 MAY 96

Page 7

Investigation launched
after strange beam of
light seen above town

UFO mvestlgators Contact
International have launched a
probe into the sightings of a
strange beam of green light -
shining down from the clouds
above Abingdon.

{ Police had received two
calls from people who had
spotted the strange light,
which shone horizontally in
the sky before rotating down-
wards towards the ground.

Mr Bill Foley, an investiga-
tor with Oxford-based Contact
International, was driving
along the A34 past Abingdon
on the evening of May 21
when he noticed the beam. He
said; “At first I thought it was

a very small gap in the clouds
swhere the background light of
the sky was coming through.

 “When [ looked away my

son Liam said: ‘My God, did
you see that? He had seen a
beam of light shoot down to
the ground for a split second.”

Mr Chris McClements, 29,
of . Sherwood Avenue,

Abingdon, a carpenter, also

er{;ﬁc Ufl% a nla?e-" i CYNON VALLEY LEADER
e was first spa

at around 9.30pm but van- 10 MAY 96

ished within a few seconds. Page 5

It reappeared a few minutes
later and was then clearly
vigible for more than 10
minutes before venishing,
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UFO's have been sighted in
the sky over Cynon Valley.
The strange cralt were spotted by
Rita Mahagan, who is convinced thal
she has winessed an inexplicable phe-
nomena.
“| have scen the objects at variones

times of the dav and night.” said the 45-
vear-old  mother  of  three  trom
Penywaun.

She describes the craft as being
small, silver and moving quite tast.

Rita also reports having seen an
object with many hehts, which were
suddenly extingushed.

O one oecasion i came out of 1t
londs, ded someesios and then van-
ished back into the clevds,” said Rita,
ul Heol Caradoc.

Her most frightening close encounter

saw the beam, and he rang the
Abingdon Herald to say he
had solved the X Files-style
phenomenon. He said he
drove around looking for the
source of the light and saw
what seemed to be a laser
beam shining up from the
Oxford Lasers building in the
Barton Lane science park.

He said: “It iooked muck
further away than it was and
it appeared to be shining
down rather than going up.”

But Mr Barry Morley, sales
and marketing executive at
the company. which makes
copper vapour lasers for use
in high-speed imaging, said it
was impossible for laser light
to escape from the building.

He said: “No such thing
could happen. The tight safety
regulations we operate under
silnply don’t allow it.”

Anyone who saw the light
can contact Mr Foley on 01869
244387, or Mr Brian James,
chairman of Contact Inter-
national, on 01235 851319.

was when she was in the bedroo
her home and a strange humming no
from overhead seemed to till the hou

“I would like to know if anvone ¢
in Penywaun or n Cynon Valley I
scen or heard these strange sights o
sounds,” said Rita,

In recent weeks UFO'< have been
spoticd in the Brecon area. where the
local newspaper focused on the spooky
tale ot a ring of bright hahts.

A mother and her two children saw a
vertical ring of lights approach their
car. hover overhead and then move
slowly away.

But a spokesman for the British
Unidentified Flying Objeer Research

Assoctation (BUFORA) o London
sand that there had been no imcrease
reported  sightings of UBO's over
Wales in recent months.

@ Have vou witnessed anvy sirange or
spooky happemimgs i the skies over
Cynon Valley? If you have. then please
contact the Cynon Valley Leader on
01685 873136.
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Reports
of UFOs

_baffle
hoffins

BIZARRE reports of
UFOs dropping para-
chutes over farmiand
at Acol are batfling
Manston officials.

Several members
of the public contac-
ted the mirbase after
four huge Hercules
transport planas
were spotted in the
skies on Monday
morning. . ,

Large panchuteu
were seen descend-
Ing from the green
monstars, but there
was no sign whether
It was an INVASION
or just supplies
being dropped.

RAF Manston
officials were unable
to confirm the flights
or what the aero-
planes were doing.

One eyewitness
s&id: i don't know
what they were.
There were thess big
blobs in the sky and
suddenty big green
things started drop-
ping all_over the.
place.” _:1: X%
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Nick on trail of Silent Vulcan

UFO author Nick Pope intends to :
get to the bottom of the mystery| ™~
of Flight Number BA5061. ) s
Eighteen months ago the British Air-
ways flight from Milan to ‘Manchester
was “buzzed” by a mysterious V-shaped
high-speed craft over Saddleworth Moor | ; 3
as the crew prepared for their landing at e
Ringway. e ST B
The bizarre occurrence:-has still to be
satisfactorily explained — but a favour-
ite theory is that the Boeing 737-200 had
‘emerged from a close encounter with
| The Silent Vulcan — a UFO which has
|apparently made several well-dacu-
mented appearances over the Low
Countries.
Last night in Manchester writer Nick
: celebrated the launch of
his first book, Open Skies,
Closed Minds, at Water-

By Peter Sharples

B WATCH'THIS SPACE — NI

BASGE1 does not eppear in
the book, but Nick intends

1P4AT SPEAES 8

is

ck has his sights on UFO riddle
blown out of the sky, it

a matter of extreme

EDINBURGH EVENING NEWS
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Venus
steals
lime
light

A STRANGE Hght in the
western sky over Edin-
burgh is not & space ahip —
itisaplanet,

Ammur astronomer
Gerry Taylor. of Lasswade,
Baid a spate of UFO sight-
ings — which led to the city
being dubbed the UFO
Capital of the worid — were
actually sparked by Venus.
 “Venus's height at sunset
18 much higher than it's
been for eight years,” said
the former premdant of the
Astronomucal Society of
Edinburgh.

“And that makes it much
more vimble. It appears
brightly like this i eight-
year cycles and it alwavs
causes a ppate of UFQ

sightings.”
E:'- ﬂr Taylor warned
stargazers that the planet

to make it a major compo- defence significance. wason the wane.
stones bookshop on beli . nent of a second book “In all air miss cases, Impressive
eliever in the reality of ; 2 2 i “It's besn
Deansgate. UFOs. Now. he say:.y he which is already partly the Civil Aviation Auth- 1t's been on view for n

He spent 11 years with

the Ministry of Defence
and from 1991 to 1994 was

responsible for investigat-
ing and handling the
MoD's policy on UFO
sightings.

Having started out as a

has irrefutable evidence
that the United Kingdom’s
air defences are routinely
breached by extra-terres-
trial craft of unknown ori-
gin, whose technology is
vastly superior to our
OWIL.

written. .

He said:*“] would dearly
like to speak to all the
crew members and as
many as possible of the 60
passengers on board. It is
my firm belief that if a
civil aircraft comes within

ority must produce a
report giving an assess-
ment of the risk but in
the case of the Manches-
ter flight, the report
gave no categorisation as
to the degree of risk.”
Nick still works for the

coupie of months but 18
coming o the end of this
years cvcle — it will be as
prominent agan in ancth-
er eight years ume but if
you miss it then it won't be
until the 23rd century be-
fore 1t will look as impres-
mive,” he said.

Ron Halliday, a leading
ufologist who named Edin-
burgh the UFOQ capital af-

ter dozens of sigh re-
cently, said: “We mnll

sceptic, he became a firm The mystery of flight

WORTHING HERALD THE truth is out there - in Abingdon.

24 MAY 96 Strange happenings have been reported in the

a matter of feet of being Ministry of Defence.

but we are seeing
other reporta that can't be
explained by Venus or nat-
ural phenomenon,”

Mr Halliday, chairman of

Page 10

Venus was

with' it reaching its maxi-
mum north-west setting

skies in a spooky echo of TV's The X Files.
Mystery swrounds the srange lights seen m

the night skies near Abingdon by several

people.

Scottish Earth Mystenes
Research, said: “My own
view i that thare 15 some-

Police received at least two calls, from six thing strange on that
miles apart, about a beam of light stretching up can't be put to nat-
into the air in the vieinity of Culham. urai phenomenon,

One caller rang from Berwnsfield. while the

other rang from Abingdon.

An officer already out on an inquiry was
diverted to Villeboys Close, off Hadland Road in

“Until we have proof, we
::ua_n x:: thess are space
Blups m anoth
Dr[: mn,ﬂ er planet

He added: “All I'm saying

] poim_ Rbmmm. but the Lights had vanished by the :.?um“ we should conmder

. . time he arrived. b poambi g

the c“lprlt With darkness fai]lng One resident of the close, Jason Treeby nnr:n:." 2 8, #xpld
' about 9.30pm (BST), the hed thie with neighb

I READ with interest the
front-page article ‘UFO
sighted near Lo college
(Lancing Herald, May 17).
Almost certainly, the
cbject observed was the
planet Venus. brightest at
the beginning on May 4

|
|
|
|

planet would come to
prominence about that time
and would set around
11.30pm (BST). This would
explain the ‘UFO’ being
observed from such distant
places as Lancing and
Somerset and taking a long
time to traverse the sky.

The strange ‘lights’ re-
ported by your correspon-
dent would almost certainly
be the result of atmospheric
turbulence and ‘muck’ in
the atmosphere distorting
star light — something we
poor amateur astronomers
are quite used to!

Brian Halls,
committee member,
Worthing
Astronomical Society,
104 Brighton Road,
Lancing

5.

Mr Treeby, 21, told the Oxford Mail's Ox Files
desk: "It was at zeroplane height and like a thick

horizontal beam of green light, and then
a strip of light beaming down to the
ground at an angle of about 45
degrees.

“There were six or seven of us and
we watched It for around 15 minutes
ar about 10pm.

“We couldn't see any outline shape,
just this beam of light, and 1t
appeared 1o be stationary.

“It was absolutely magnificent,
whatever it was. and very strange.”

Computer engineer Steve Cartmill.
45, of Norris Close, Abingdon, said:
“My friend spotted it and called me
outside.

“There was an intense green glow
1n the clouds.

“At first I thought it looked like an
aircraft vapour tail.’ It was stretch-
iNg out to one side as far as we could
see - 1t was bright white,

OXFORD MAIL
24 MAY 9%
Fage 3

"It wasn't moving. We wers looking

at 1t for about 30 seconds before it just
disappeared.
“Then the bit | thought looked like
a vapour traul just switched off, as if
someone had switched a light off. 1
have never seen anything in my life
like it.”

Fireman Anthony Mundy, 36, of
Villeboy Close, claims the mysterious
object was not a spaceship but a laser
beam

He said: “It held its position in the
clouds, stretching for about a mile
and a half. It obviously came trom the
groumnd at some point.”

BUFORA UFOQO NEWSFILE ISSUE 42 - PAGE 7
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Now I'm a believer

here is a suber-suited government wificial who

investigates every reported UFO sighting,

about 250 a year. and responds to each with a

lenier explaining, more often than not. that the

suspected Martian craft seen hovening in the
skius over some suburban back garden was in fact a
weather balloon, an unusual cloud. or un aeroplane
rellecting light in a pecubiar way.

The Ministry of Defence post of Secretariat {Air
Staff) 2a — otherwise known as the UFO desk - is
the perfect job for a prosaic pedant who takes plea-
sure in pouring cold water on excitement aboul the
paranormal and the unexplained. Perhaps thal's the
surt of person Nick Pope was when he was assigned
to the post five years ago. But he has traversed galax-
ies since then. “1 came in as a sceptic and | came oul
as & believer,” he says woday as he luunches his book
Open Skies, Closed Minds, A Government UFQ
Expent Speaks Qui.

Pope has gone from being the MoD's official “Fly-
ing saucers! Don't be silly!” mun, w a leading har-
binger of the extra-lerrestrial threat. He believes in
the probable exi of extra-terrestrial life forms
and that they visit Earth by stealth in spacecraft whose
technology far outstrips our own, He is now being
dubbed “ihe real Pox Muider” utter the rncoared
sleuth who 1 p 1 pl in
the cult TV series The X Files, His book 1s being billed
as lhe MoD's “real X Files".

When he joined the civil service a decade agu, he
naturally assumed that he would be “writing reports
and pushing papers around”. The job suited him.
Ewverything about Pope is sensible, cautious even,
from his dark jacket and moderate te to the way he
speaks, His sentences are all neat and ordered and
whatever he says comes out sounding like & well-
rehearsed briefing. He also seems quite & shy and pri-
vate man. The only time he faiters is when asked his
age. First he says 31, then he says 30.

After a varicty of MoD) postings. including a stint
working on RAF training policy and another at the
juint operation centre duning the Gulf War, Pope was
assigned in 1991 to the UFO desk - a post neither
he nor most of his colleagues even knew existed.

Superficially, Pope’s life remained unchanged. As
before, each morning he filed with thousands of other
government t into the vast. I

Nick Pope’s job at
the MoD was to pour
cold water on UFO
sightings. But the
one-time sceptic has
seen new light.

By Emma Brooker

“Puople came straight through to me on my direct
line, so my phone could nng and it could be a mem-
ber of the public on the other end saying ‘1 saw a UFO
last night.’ Indeed that happened on a daily basis,”
Pupe explains. “There was a regular stable of inter-
esting’ characters who would phone up often, 1 got
1o knuw them all,” he says with a reserved smile.

"1 ook a healthily sceptical attitude to the people
piwoning m. Ninety-tive percent of sl these signtings
du huve conventional explanations, so It's very
important 1o keep your feet on the ground when
investigaung cases,” but Pope never dismissed any
callers. “linterpreted John Major's Citizen Charter
in u full and liberal way and telt that if people wanted
Lo talk 1o me, even if their views were very off-beat,
1 would give them a tar crack of the whip,”

And the mure he lisiened, the more Pope was
drawn into what he now calls The UFO Mystery, “1
found that | was talking to witnesses who claimed
they'd been abducted by aliens ... people who were

i ised by their expen ... and [ was
having to impound radar tapes from the RAF to see
if we could track any of these UFQs.”

Pope's sceplicism was being gradually croded by
“persuasive” repurts, parucularly from RAF person-
nel, The turning point — when he actually started to
believe in the existence of intelligent life “out there”
—came in 1993, “There was a wave of sightings,” he
says, & glint appearing in his i caim eyes. “We

MaoD building. Hurrying down its labyrinthine cor-
ridors Pope would be seated at his desk by Yam. But
from one minute past nine through 10 Spm, he found
himself in what t0 & paraliel 2

| by JON WHITE -

A STRANGE phenomenon that has
baffled experts countrywide is
sweeping Essex.

Weird sightings of alien crait are booming
and ghmpses of shadowy beasts wnat stalk
the countryside are becomung positivelv
common place.

And 1t appears that that televisual emg-
ma, The )FFnies, could be to blame tor a
sudden supernatural surge recorded by
enthusiasts.

According to the Essex UFO Research
Group, headed by Hon West. gumpses of
unidentified craft have recketted sky-high
this year.

“The sightings have quadrupied. Since
the start of this vear we have had in the
region of 620, that s not counting the sight-
ings 1n the last week.” ne revealed.

were besieged with calls and | carried oul a very
detailed investigation. We had clear evidence that a
atr d craft bresched the UK air d twas
seen by dozens of witnesses all over the country. Many
of them were police uffe and military p 1.

" of the UFQ job after three years into the fi

After weeks of exhaustive research, Pope, in his
uapacily as the Government's UFO expert, reached
his carcfully considered conclusion, “We checked for
aireraft movements. but there was absolutely noth-
ing up at the time. | think it was an extrasterrestrial
craft,” he declares.

Pope started fo talk 1w leading ufologists and
groups such as Contact International and
BOFURA. Overcoming their initial hostility and
suspicion, Pope cultivaled good relations with the
UFO lobby and regularly exchanged informaton on
sightings. But Pupe found that the more diligently
he investigaled unexplained sightings, the more
uncomfortable-his bosses within the MoD became.
“1 was never actively blocked by my superiors,” hc
writesin his book, “but there were times when things
were made difficult for me; times when | was quile
deliberately given one-off tasks 10 divert me from
a UFO casc.”

At this point, the American series, The X Files,
started appearing on British TV. By some uncanny
duppelganger effect - the sort of phenomenon which
would take up a whole X Files episode - Pope seemed
to be turning into its lead charscter, Fox Mulder.
Their blandly pleasant looks sre not dissimilbar, The
fnintly geckish, caniel wauies » temiass ha-depe
walked down the corridurs of the MoD, people would
whistle the programme's haunting theme tune. He
even sequired Mulder's nickname, “Spooky”, Both
Fope and Mulder cenainly subscribed to the same
motio, The Truth is Qut There. 2

“Yes, I do identify with him,"” says Pope, " devel-
oped a repulalion as & maverick within the ministry

a5 throughoul my three-year posting 1'#as increas-

inghy by the evid

"Hisp I Oul
|

LINCOLNSHIRE ECHO
10 JUL 96
Pape 4

ANOTHER eagle-syed
star-garer nas spotted the
mystenous bright white
light hovenng in the skies
above Lincoin.

Keen astronomar
Howard Wenslay said he
saw the light above RAF
Waddington.

I was out walking my
dog when | saw the light in
ihe sky. | thought it was
the pianet Venus which s
ususily visible at this time
but it looked too big,”’ he
sald.

Planets

*'I've never seon a UFO
before but | would like to
think we are not alone. H
would be dreadfully
lonety.

“'Seientists have dis-
cavered other planets with
water on them so anything
could be posasible,' he
said.

Mr Wensley, of Granary
Close. Waddingtun, esic
he nad not sean the light
since iast Thursoay but it
has been cioudy st night,

Over the laal couple of
days Echo rescers have
been calliing In reporting
sightings all over the
county inciuding Gains-
borough, Lincoin and
Boston fuelling

planning department, 1s viewed by some ufologists
as evidence of 8 government cover-up.

Pope dismisses such rumours, bul admits that a lot
of the changes he made on the UFO desk zre being
“quietly undone” by his successor, inly there was
2 lot of resistance among some of his former bosses
1o the publicativn of his book. “I took the view that
if the generals could wrile their books on the Gulf
War, then | would write this book. | think the pub-
lic has a right to know what's going on,” says Pope.

Which is what? Sadly, Pope himself has never seen
8 UFO or had a close encounter (*1 live in hope,”
he grins), Still. he has no conclusive evidence that
there is intelligent hite in outer spuce. The real X files
contain nu revelalions. Pope’s book. which has had

The truth is
cut there

~ “INumbers of sightings go up and down. A
IBW  weurs ARt Lhevy wery up. Lhen l.l'll?‘\'
WENL down and now they re up again. Its a
LOplCHL sumect. P!.’rnap:s people are watch-
ing The X Files.” ne said,
. The Mol will send a courtesus reply to
#iters concerming UFUs Sut wtne spunes-
man said so far they were no nearer the
truth of tne matter.

Meanwhile, dozens of people claim to
have seen the shadowy Beast of Essex.

E WITHAM MALDOX)

that alien
beings ars watching over
us.

© Have you ssen a UFO
in the county or a ghosi —
or 0o you have an expis-
nation tor the currem
sightings? Cal the Echo
hotline on (01522) B40001.

SPECULATION is mounting that alien beings

could be observing life in Lincoinshire from

mysterious fiying craft.
Since Michael Clipsham's of

I graph of a bright white
light glowing over the treeline pear the Stag's Head pub in
Knaith Park, near gh, three mare Echo reader:
have reported sightings in the Lincoln area and Boston,

Charlie  Pollard saw the
UFO hovering over Lincoln's
Arborelum as she was
walking there with her
boyinend one evening.

And Adnan Rowley saw an
unexplained bright hgnt 1n the
sky over lus North Hykeham
home.

The latest sighning was by a
Bosion man. who aiso saw a
mystenous whate Light.

B pot evervone beleves in
the alten spacecraft theory,

Ghosts

by Katherine Moran

Ron. who has the entire X Files collection
on video. says the populanty of the pro-
gramme and publicity about the unex-
piained could be the answer.

“It is possibly because people are more
observant and more aware of the UFO phe-
nomenon and they zre looking at the skies”
be says,

Numbers attending tie groups monthly
meeungs are also on the up. Unce again the
nse could be attnbuted to the BBCZ senes
or the release of controversial “factual”
films like The Hoswell Incident.

In the last {ew davs there have been moare
sightings,

On Apnil 4 a Witham resident. observing
that night's eclipse of the moon. saw tnres
iights 1n the skv and opromptiv rang tne
group's hothine to report his finding.

Since 1996 began there have peen dozen-
of giimpses of & tnanguiar set of hghts nov-
PriNg AbDOve VArious parts of the counis. a

X Files TV stars Gillian Anderson as agent
Dana Scully and David Duchovny as Fox
Muldar.

phenomenon that appears to be & consist-
ent UFO nddle.

On Sawurday Mr West and 11 of his col-
leagues, held a skv wawch in Weelev
Woods, and reported an organge ball of
light appearing for two munutes at 9.45pm.

He 1s convinced thev are more than
mirages comjured up ov viewers worked
into a fever by too much Scully and
Mulder.

“The ones that we investigate all seem
quite genwne. It could be related to televi-
sion and we have had a iot of stories in the
papers. We haven't had any noaxes thank
gondness.” he said.

A spokesman for the Minustrv of Defence
sa1d The X Files was masing the 1ssue a
hot ropic.

thought o be a puma, roaming the
countryside.

Answers to such mysleries continue to
elude us. We are lett 1o specwiate.

Mr West, whoge favourite X Files episode
is The Unopened File, has mis own tneories
for the UFOs

“There 15 a possibility thev are space
travellers hut there's aiso a possibility that
ey are from another dimension. Theres
another possimiity that they could be ume
traveliers i

“There's one reason why thev won't make
€ontact - the numan race is too brutal,” he
sass

_|here 5 another Lheorv. however, that
.lni: VISIlors, wnerever they come (ror:,
NO¥er above us with just one puUrpose. Lo
tune thewr aeriars inwo BBC 2 on Monday
WEALS 1n the nope thev can catch The &

Ues ana join in the tun of the eternal
guest tor the Truth......

e LFQ nochine 01757 223306 or 223605

SSEN EXPRESS (BRAINTRE

1300 9%

MID-E
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James Harvey, of North
Raveebry, near Sleaford, told
the Echo he believed there
was a far simpier explanation.

“This parucular memure
looks w me like a photo-

T ps
and satelines pass therr
planets.

But Mr Harvey 15 certunty
no  siranger 1o unusual
sighnngs hamsell.

The Jmusic leacher has seen

.-.mmlmsmmmm;

home.,

OUT THERE

1 once saw a pair of horn
nmmed spectacies stanng |
me i my kitchen, just floatin
i mud-air around shoulde
height.”’ he said.

“*And when | checked bac
0 see who had lived in u
house betore me. | found o
one of the previous ocoupan
was Sfi bin and wore hon

Have you seen a UFD i
the co or @ ghost — «
do you -have an explan:
tion “tor the currer
sightimigs? Call the Ech
hztlml on (01522) 540001

LINCOLNSHIRE ECHO

08 JUL 96
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Alan recalls being
‘gagged’ on
UFO siting -

A FORMER Editor of the
Heywood Advertiser has
had a personal X-Flle
reopened by BBC Televi-
sion.

A flying saucer story he
wrote nearly 40 years ago has
attracted the attention of a team
from the BBC1 Out of This
World series on the supernaru-
ral and other unexplained mys-
teres.

Alan Fitzsimmons came out
of reurement on Monday to
relive the events of 1957 ... and
an investgaton which came to
an abrupt end when the Minis-
try of Defence broughnt the Of0-
cial Secrets Act to bear.
stopping the publication of fur-
ther stories.

Alan retold his story to TV
reporter Chris Chol and a film

Alan said he had spoken to
between 40 and 50 people, most
unconnected. who had seen the
object over Birch Hill Hospital,
Wardle, in February '37.

Alan said: “Their descrip-
nons were exactly the same.

*“They all said the object was
spherical with an indentauon
and a smaller sphere under-
neath which kept changing col-
our.

“One of the witnesses was a
policeman, but he didnt want
to be named because he thought
it might bring the force into dis-
repute.

“They just wanted to know
what it was. We never really
got an answer aithough 1t was
suggested it was a weather bal-
toon, but everybody who saw it
iagreed it wasn't.
| “We checked on aircraft
|Nights, and there were none in
fthe area. Thers was no real -
explanation.

. a¢ EDOW 0D t;‘n-all‘zm.ﬂd.uyh; Bl 1

@ The first programme
in the BBC series is on
Tuesday 23 July, and is
axpectad to feature Alan.

“Then after a few. weeks a
man came from the Ministry of
Defence to see the then editor of
the Rochdale Observer, M
Harry Tweedale.

“} was told that under the '

Official Secrets Act it was
agreed that no more stories
would be published — although
I didn't sign anything or agree
to anything — and that was the
end of it. _ -

“1t's still a mystery to me. [
think there was something, but
whether 1t was actually visiers
from another planet [ don't
knuw, 1 can't believe it, yet it
seems strange.”

There is no mystery about
why the team wanted to talk to
66-years-old Alan.

Interviewer Chris Choi said it
was one of the few documented
cases where it could be proved
a Government department had

{nvoked the Official Secrets Act . §

to keep a UFO sighting quiet.
When the object was seen,
Alan wrote: "For the record the

. object was viewed for 16 min-7 8
utes. The night was clear and + &

slightly frosty, but there was no -

. sound as it passed within a few

“It was quite dark and the.
object stood out plainly against .
both the sky and the hill (Bireh .
Hill}. When it moved, the disc
was perfectly steady and moved
with absolute certainty in
straight lines.

“There was absolutely no

yards of the Fittons (two wit-
nesses Alan spoke to) there was
no rustle of air, as cne might
have 4

expected.
None of the witnesses

believed in “flying saucers”
before, but after seeing such a
strange sight their disbelief has
been badly shaken.”

® ABOVE RIGHT: BBC soundman Robin S
and interviewer Chris Chol bring back memories for Alan.
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Norma and I had after visiting friends near
Chorley a few years ago. We lelt late, and were
driving home in the dark when suddenly the
whole area lit up in dazzling white light.

The birds began to sing but there was no other
sound apart from rE»)ur motor. The flash lasted only
a second or so, but was much brigh r
it righter than

The local papers reported it. as many people
saw it, but it was suddenly all hushed up. We

weren't drunk or tired, and we still wonder what
caused the flash.
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Is a‘n'y[')‘ody

out there”?

R Fe

SIR - SmSmmhMm,
thu-chaveheenaumbu‘ofUFO
the Bangor-- -

- Anglesey- Penmmmwram

Some of these local sightings haw
been quite spectacular and it is
mmportant that investigative bodies
receive corrobarative testimony
from other potential sources who

-may have witnessed these events.

A lot of this phenomena probahly
has a feasible explaination eg space-
ebris, meteorites, plasmaballs etc.

Jficially, the jury is still out on
e Extraterrestrial Hypothesis
which suggests that we are being
visited/watched/experimented on
by interstellar travellers.

Paradoxically, if the countless
written and verbal testimony of the
last 50 years relating to extraterres-
trial encounters was presented in a
public court, the evidence in favour
of this hypothesis would be over-
whelming to say the least.

People are often reluctant to
report sirange phenomena for fear

.-of being branded eccentric or for
furofhamgt.hururm;eop—
ardised. A= T

This does not have to be the case
as there are national and interna-
toal civilian nerworks such as the
address below, which will treat your
experiences with complete confi-
deatiality, i waie moorrmn

You may be a farmer who has -
noticed some abnormal mutilations
- of livestock, a policeman who has

- inexplicably lost several hours on a
- nightshift or you may just plainiy
and simply have seen lights in the
.sky that do not conform to normal
flight patterns. © =~ Laxuwrd T oo

- Whatever your experience, it is-

. important that we hear from-you..
AHERMIDA

Director of Investigations -~

Giobal UFO Investigation Syltems

.4 Coronation.

I3 DT
Ham Road ..aua sav o) paniFe
East Worthing _ L4 T
W Sussex

.ﬂ,._ur--‘-u-uvi——-r——
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Strange light
riddle solved

THE mystery surruundmg the half huur spectffrf:ié
the strange lighis in the was caused by lasers after
{ night skies near Abingdon .

 has been solved:: o 'Brian
© “Scores of people came

group’s Blewbury-based
*forward when the Oxford

chairman and investiga-

"Mail's Ox-Files desk tions co-ordinator, said
reported the spooky phe- that initial inquiries had _
.nomena seen near Culham revealed no known air

.two weeks ago. ..
“Thanks to our publicity, -- laser shows taking place
a worldwide group of UFO  in the locality at the time,
researchers -said it_.ree-r < But after speaking to
eived 65 reports from the. - Oxford Lasers, based on
public describing laser- - the Abingdon Science
like beams  and green - Park of Audlett Drive, he
lights glowmg in:~the said: “The green beam was
clouds. e ﬂ..ng,,e;. e %@ demonstration for a cus-
“After an._investigation, .tomer. It was carried out
the group, Contact Inter- with civil. aviation auth-
national, canﬂrmed that ority clearance.”

e e L L

THE Oxford Mail's
Ox Files desk has received
‘urther eye-witness
reports of the strange
lights which were seen in
the night sky near
Abingdon.

By PHIL CLEE

with her son Allen.

James, - the

. sopememwmrpe-tEATfIC Movements or any .

ing comes from Catherine
Dennfald of Abingdon. who
told us that she had wit-
nessed the laser-like display

SCUNTHORPE EVENING TELEGRAPH
4 JUL 96
Pape %

RETIRED detective John Hanson has ap-
pealed for informauon from the
Scunthorpe area to help him solve his
strangest case to date,

For he 15 tnange to build a comprenensive record
of UFO signungs in the region during the 1970s.

Father ol three John (50, spent 27 vears in the
West Midlands torce. the last 15 as a detective.

Now he 1s usmg his invesugatory skills to write a
book based on UFO sightings made by people be-
tween 1974 and 1980 including those in North Lincs.

Jonn. wno has set up ms research centre at his
nome in Alvechurch, said 50 per cent of sighungs
could be scientifically expiained and ne did not be-
heve in extra-terrestrial life.

But ne said there was a case Lo be made for "an-
other inteligence using Eartn energy to metamor-
phasise 1tsell into cloud vapour. blobs of light and
other objects.

John said he had alreadv received reports of ob-
Jects being spotted. first on June 21 1974 close by
the Applebyv.-Frodingnam steelworks in Scunthorpe
and next on November 5 1978 near tne coke plant at
1he tormer Normanbyv Park steelworks.

He now wants further reports and pholographns if
tnev are available.

The detecuve turned Ufologist could have un-
tapped a nch vein i going back o the 1970s in
Scunthorpe — the decade was a real boom time [or
UFO sightings.

In 1977 the town's then MP Coun John Eili:
pressed the Ministry of Detence 1or a full inguir
followine a spate ol mystenious fiving obiects seen
In the skies around nis constiuency

The town s strangest oTgamsation the Scunthorn
LUFO Society was also acuve ana paved Lhe wav in
1982 1nr a Riddines teenager Phil Wilkinson o sc1
up as Humberside's lirst-ever oificial UFO invesu
gator!

Anvone wilh intormation about 19705 sighunc:
shoulu contact Jonn at 3 Reddilch Houd
Alvecnurch B48 TRS or on 0121-447-7091.

into the garden.” said s
Dennfald. who works as
a personal assistant to the
boss of Crowcon Detection
Instruments on the Abingdon
Business Park.

"It was incredible. and it

Since our report published
n Friday. May 24, several
people have confirmed that
thev too saw the spookv celes-
tial phenomenon n the
Culham area.

The latest reported sight-

He had spotted the strange
lights while driving home
from Tilslev Park sports
ground in north Abingdon
where he works as an instruc-
Lor.

“He arrived home and
called out to me to come
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certainly wasn't a helicopter
or aeroplane.

“The end of the beam
which was at 45 degrees
seemed as though it was over
Didcot. It was a fantastic
sight.”

Mrs Dennfald added: *I
wouldn't sav | was fright-
ened. but since it happened i
haven't forgotten it. particu-
larly when it becomes dark.”

@®Have vou uanv spookv
stories about lights or UFOs?
We're looking for weird and
wonderful tales from around
Oxfordshire tor a regular Ox
Files feature. \Write to us at
the Oxford Mail. Oxford &
County Newspapers. News-
paper House. Osnev Mead.
Oxford OX2 0EJ. Let us nave
any strange photographs too
- we will return them 1t vou
want.
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